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Over the years, most of the wildlife we have admitted has 
the color of fur or feathers typical for their species. But we 
have taken in some more unusual patients – and that 
always leads us down the rabbit hole of learning more about 
what might lead to this difference and what it might mean 
for long-term survival of these unusually hued critters. 
 

ALBINISM 
In the past seven years, we have admitted two patients with 
albinism (an Eastern Bluebird and an Eastern Gray Squirrel) 
and our friends at For Fox Sake Wildlife admitted a Striped 
Skunk this year with this rare pigmentation. Albinism can 
vary significantly by species, with estimates ranging from 1 
in 100,000 to 1 in a million, although it can be more common 
in domestic or selectively bred animals. True albinos have 
pink eyes. 
 
In the wild, albinism is uncommon because the lack of 
camouflage and increased sensitively to sunlight can make 
these animals more vulnerable to predators. Many albinos 
can have vision problems and in the case of birds, their 
feather structure may be more delicate resulting in feather 
breakage.  
 

 
Eastern Bluebirds 

Photo Credit: Larry Partington 

 

The Eastern Bluebird we admitted back in 2018 was 
transferred to the Columbus Zoo in Ohio and was placed 
on exhibit in their 40,000 square foot native songbird 
aviary. We had noted during our evaluation of this bird that 
it did have a weak feather structure and some vision issues. 
It likely would not have survived long post-release for these 
reasons. 
 

 
Eastern Gray Squirrel 

Photo Credit: Angela Hensley 
 

Snowflake the Squirrel was healthy but had some issues 
common to albinos, including poor eyesight and hearing. 
Those issues coupled with the fact that he would be easy 
prey given how his white fur would be easily spotted by 
predators rendered him non-releasable. He was 
surrendered to us in 2022 after the original rescuer 
discovered that it was not legal for them to keep him. 
Although we had hoped to find placement for him in 
Tennessee, the facilities that could have provided him with 
the best enrichment and quality of care did not have 
availability to take him. He was placed with a nature center 
in New York and at last report was doing well in his new 
home.  

WILDLIFE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR 
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Striped Skunk 

Photo Credit: Juniper Russo 

 
Shimmer arrived at For Fox Sake Wildlife in 
Chattanooga this spring as an orphan. 
 
While most albino animals would be considered non-
releasable, and thus would need to find a permanent 
home at a zoo or nature center, this little stinker had a 
much different outcome for a couple of reasons. Her 
hearing and eyesight were comparable to her more 
normally colored foster siblings. 
 
Skunks don’t rely on their eyesight as much as other 
mammals for navigation. She responded with the 
appropriate amount of wariness around her human 
caretakers. And while albinism affects camouflage in 
most wildlife, skunks don’t rely on camouflage to avoid 
predators. They have a more powerful and smelly line 
of defense. 
 
We’re pleased to report that Shimmer was released in 
August along with her two foster siblings and 
immediately started foraging for her natural diet of 
grubs and bugs. 

MELANISM 
 

 
Eastern Gray Squirrel 

 

At the other end of the color spectrum is melanism – a 
congenital excess of melanin resulting in a dark 
pigment. This little squirrel has the distinction of being 
the only melanistic wildlife we’ve ever admitted. 
 
Melanism is found across a wide variety of animal 
species, from birds and mammals to reptiles and 
insects. In some bird species, this darker pigmentation 
occurs frequently enough that it is considered a 
common color morph. 
 
Melanism is likely considered an evolutionary 
adaptation for camouflage. It seems to be found more 
frequently in squirrels farther north. One theory is that 
the darker pigmentation helps them absorb sunlight 
and stay warmer in the cold winter months. 
 
In the case of larger predators, such as coyotes, it is 
suspected that this evolutionary adaptation helps them 
to camouflage in densely wooded areas. 
 
Melanism has also been seen in some species in 
response to environmental changes such as pollution 
and is suspected to provide some immunity to more 
toxic chemicals. 
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LEUCISM 
 

.  
Red-tailed Hawk 

Photo Credit: Brent Grieves 

 
Leucism is also a genetic condition. Leucistic animals have 
reduced pigmentation in their fur or feathers and may have 
pale patches but are not completely white like albinos.  
 
Leucism does not affect eye color and is the easiest way to 
identify true albinos versus heavily leucistic animals. These 
animals will have the normal eye color of their species. 
 
Leucism is a fairly rare genetic condition, although not as 
rare as albinism. Estimates are that roughly 1 in 30,000 
birds may have this condition. The estimates are lower for 
mammals although this recessive gene trait may be more 
prominent in smaller or more isolated populations which are 
not as genetically diverse. 
 
Leucistic animals can be more vulnerable in the wild since 
they do not have their natural camouflage. In some species, 
this may also affect their ability to attract a mate or be 
accepted in their social group. 
 
And while melanism can make it easier for animals in colder 
climates to retain heat, leucism can have the opposite 
effect since the white feathers may reflect rather than 
absorb sunlight. 
 

HERE’S WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO 
 

It has been a crazy year so far. The changing 
weather patterns meant that both our baby mammal 
and baby bird seasons were delayed. But once they 
hit we were BUSY! 
 
Our first admissions are typically Eastern Gray 
Squirrels in early February, but this year our first 
squirrels didn’t arrive until late March. We were 
overwhelmed with Eastern Cottontails and Virginia 
Opossums earlier than usual for both species.  
 
Our baby songbird season started in mid-April and 
really picked up in May. At one point, we were at a 
record 107 babies in care – and when they all need 
to be fed hourly that keeps us very, very busy. 
 
With both baby mammals and songbirds, we are 
seeing a lot more injuries and nutritional deficits on 
admission. Periods of drought and heavy rains have 
definitely affected food sources and the parent(s) 
ability to meet nutritional needs for their growing 
babies. 
 
Our baby bird season has wound down. While we 
still might take in a few late season babies, our 
feeding schedule is now allowing us to catch up on 
paperwork, cleaning and preparing for next year’s 
babies and giving us some open caging for injured 
migratory birds. 
 
Our second round of baby squirrel intakes is well 
underway. We’re currently at capacity with very little 
down time between feeding rounds. While we may 
be able to get some of this second round released 
before cold weather sets in, we will likely have some 
of the later arrivals spending the winter with us. 
 
 

 
Newborn Southern Flying Squirrels 

Photo Credit: Angela Hensley 
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SUPPORT ZIGGY’S TREE 
 
 

• Become a member – just complete the 
application on the back of this newsletter, or 
visit our website to download and print an 
application. 

• Give a gift membership to a friend! 

• Purchase items from our wish list.  

• Donate newspapers (we use those to line 
cages and cover the tables under the cages) 

• Contact us about volunteer opportunities, such 
as transport, animal releases, 
administrative/office work, fundraising, board 
membership or contributing to our newsletter 

• Like us on Facebook and stay updated on 
releases, admissions, and other news. 

• Invite us to speak to your church or civic group 
– we love to tell people about the work we do! 

 
 

Check our website at www.ziggystree.org 
for other ways you can support us! 
 
 
 

WISH LIST 
 

• Gift cards (grocery store, Lowe’s, Home 
Depot, Tractor Supply) 

• Frozen Bloodworms or Brine Shrimp 

• High quality dry cat food 

• Baby Food (fruit – apples, bananas, 
blueberries) 

• Canned or frozen mixed vegetables 

• LCD Projector 

• Nuts (pecans, walnuts, acorns) 

• Fresh Vegetables (broccoli, carrots, kale, 
sweet potatoes, zucchini, apples) 

• Paper Towels 

• Facial Tissues  

• Toilet Paper 

• Unscented laundry detergent 
 
Contact us at 615-631-2205 or 931-841-9781 to 
arrange to drop off any of the above items. 
 
 

For assistance with orphaned or injured mammals or 
general questions about mammals, text Angela at 615-
631-2205. 
 
For assistance with orphaned or injured birds or general 
questions about birds, text LouAnn at 931-841-9781. 
 
Looking for a project for your scout troop, church, 
school or civic group? We’d love to have more 
squirrel nest boxes, and could also use small 
bluebird or woodpecker boxes to use with our young 
cavity nesting birds. Contact us for more 
information. 
 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 

Thanks to our 114 participating families in the Kroger 
Community Rewards program, we have received our 
second quarter check for $258.12. The funds we receive 
annually through this program are covering 
approximately one month of our operating costs. 
 
If you shop at Kroger and would like to support us through 
this program, just go on-line to 
www.kroger.com/community rewards, and enroll your 
rewards card, selecting Ziggy’s Tree as your charity. You 
still get gas points and discounts – and Kroger donates 
money to us!  
 
Don’t have an e-mail address or computer access? You 
can still sign up. Just call 1(800) KROGERS, OPTION 3 
or 1(800)576-4377, OPTION 3. 
 
For privacy reasons, Kroger does not provide names of 
those who have signed up to support us.  So even though 
we can’t thank you personally, please know that we are 
extremely grateful for your support. 
 
And please ask your friends and family to enroll and 
support us! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORTERS! 

(June 2025 through August 2025) 
 

WILDLIFE CHAMPION 
Deborah Trimble 

 
ADVOCATE 

Banjo Baby Squirrel Fund & Cheryl Schur 
 

SUSTAINING 
Sharon Butcher  
Julie Wotruba 

Lorena Romero Alberto 
Robin Mitchell 
Valerie Bjorn 
Ben Simpkins 

The Bucket Foundation 
 

SUPPORTING 
Amy York * Larry Partington * Debbie Bomar *  

Lydia Horton * Mary McCracken 
Charles Corwin * Annie & Noel Clements 
Tim Hughes * Earl Lee * Valerie Rossman 

Amberly Brown * Jacqueline Byrd 
Christopher Swaffer 

 
FAMILY 

Donna Jennings * Olivia Johnson * Priscilla Janiro 
Susan McPhail * Tessa Johnson * Becky Stabel 

Mary Derrick * Trisha Cornett * Holly Barnhill 
Heidi Hoffman 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

Tracy Maupin * Sara Mace * Danielle Arnone * Carter Holm 
Alexandra Kirby * Aidan Wyllie * Victoria DeLuca 
Donna Edwards * Tara Green * Kimberly Herman 

 

VETERINARIANS 
Pet Medical Center 

Haley Veterinary Clinic 
 

IN-KIND & CASH DONATIONS  
Nathan Parker * Matthew Houston * Edith Vitelli 

David Garfinkle * Maura Mangino * Valerie Hayashi 
Patrick Lazarus * Lauren Askins * Jennifer Smith 

Joseph Pizza * Beth Sneed * Laura McCall 
Rose Ramirez * Deana Hyde * Hannah Morgan 

 
MATCHING DONATIONS 

Verizon 

 
2025 RELEASES 

 
JUNE 

 

23 American Robins 
3 House Finches 

1 Common Grackle 
5 Song Sparrows 
1 Carolina Wren 

3 Eastern Bluebirds 
1 Wood Duck 

2 Canada Geese 
10 Mallards 

5 Eastern Gray Squirrels 
19 Striped Skunks 

 

JULY 
 

6 House Finches 
2 Eastern Bluebirds 

3 Tufted Titmice 
13 American Robins 
1 Northern Cardinal 

1 Red-bellied Woodpecker 
4 Red-headed Woodpeckers 

1 Orchard Oriole 
1 Eastern Phoebe 
6 Barn Swallows 

1 Chipping Sparrow 
1 Song Sparrow 

1 Killdeer 
2 Purple Martins 

1 Eastern Cottontail 
 

AUGUST 
 

18 American Robins 
3 House Finches 

2 Brown Thrashers 
1 Northern Cardinal 
3 Eastern Bluebirds 

1 Tree Swallow 
2 Northern Rough-winged Swallows 

6 Chimney Swifts 
2 Northern Mockingbirds 

2 Barn Swallows 
1 Carolina Wren 

2 Brown-headed Cowbirds 
5 Striped Skunks 
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Ziggy’s Tree Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
PO Box 713 
Tullahoma, TN 37388 

 

NOTICE :   YOUR MAILING LABEL CONTAINS YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE .  
To avoid any interruption with delivering your newsletter, we ask that you renew at least one month before the date shown. 
Use the Membership Form provided below. 

PLEASE RENEW ,  STAY INFORMED ,  WE NEED YOU! ! !  

 

 

 
 

YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT ZIGGY’S TREE, I AM . . . 

  A  N E W  M E M B E R  

  R E N E W I N G  M Y  M E M B E R S H I P  
 Memberships are for one year 
 Gift Memberships are also available.  

  P L E A S E  P R I N T  C L E A R L Y .  

  ____ Individual $30.00 Name_______________________________________________________  

  ____ Family $50.00 Address _____________________________________________________  

  ____ Supporting $100.00 City _____________________________________ State ______________  

  _____ Sustaining                      $250.00 Home Phone ( _____ ) _________________ Zip ___________  --  ______  

  ____ Advocate  $500.00 Work Phone ( _____ ) _________________________________________  

  ____ Wildlife Champion  $1000.00 e-mail  ______________________________________________________  

      I would like to receive my newsletter by email. 
 

I am interested in volunteering in the following areas: 
___Environmental Education 
___Wildlife Rehabilitation 

___Fundraising/Administration 

 Checks should be made payable to Ziggy’s Tree WRC. You can also renew/donate by credit card at Paypal.me/ziggystree or Venmo at 
@Ziggystree. 

  

Not sure what to get that special someone for birthdays, anniversaries or just because?  Consider giving them a one year membership to 
Ziggy’s Tree!   

 

Members receive our newsletter. 

 

Ziggy’s Tree strives to be environmentally conscious.  If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy of our newsletter, please check 
the box above or e-mail ziggystreewildlife@gmail.com to be placed on our mailing list. 

Please Mail This Form To: 
Ziggy’s Tree WRC 

PO Box 713 
Tullahoma, TN 37388 


