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We were very excited this spring to welcome a first for us – 
a White-Eyed Vireo nestling. The nest was attacked by a 
cat and this wee one was the only survivor.  
 
White-eyed Vireos are common summer residents in the 
lower elevations of Tennessee. They are migratory, arriving 
in early April and typically departing for the Gulf Coast, 
northern Central America and the Caribbean by mid-
October. 
 
How did we identify this youngster? From the very 
interesting nest! We reached out to our friend Dr. David 
Aborn in the Biology Department at the University of 
Tennessee, Chattanooga. He immediately responded with 
the identification based on their unusual nest. 
 

 
 

The nest is usually suspended in a horizontal twig fork. As 
you can see, the twig is still attached. The outer layer of the 
nest is made of coarse loose material such as dead leaves, 
wasp nest fragments tapering at the bottom. The inside of 
the nest includes spiders’ cocoons, plant down, moss and 
lichen and bound with spider webs. The female chooses the 
nest site. Both sexes build the nest, incubate the eggs and 
feed the babies after they hatch. 

 
Arrival photo May 11 

 

Vireos are primarily insectivorous as babies and during 
breeding season, but their diet includes 20% to 30% berries 
in autumn and winter. Their diet includes ants, beetles, 
bees, wasps, spiders and grasshoppers. 
 

 
May 14, already feathering out  

 

White-eyed Vireos mature quickly. They leave the nest at 
9-11 days and are fully flighted. 

WHITE-EYED VIREO 
(Vireo griseus) 
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May 15, leaving the nest for the first time 

 

We did get a good laugh researching this species – their 
song is described as loud and explosive. Some think it 
sounds like “Quick, give me a rain check” while others say 
“Quick with the beer check”. Would this make them the 
party animal of the bird world? 
 

 
May 31, graduating to large flight cage 

 

The White-eyed Vireo population is declining across much 
of its range, including Tennessee. Habitat loss is suspected 
with reduction of brushy habitat and hedgerows in and 
around farmlands. 
 
Our interesting little patient will be released back to the 
natal territory once he is fully self-feeding and 
demonstrating strong foraging and flight capabilities. 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 

Thanks to our 110 participating families in the Kroger 
Community Rewards program, we have received 
$252.20 for our first quarter disbursement for 2025. 
The funds we receive annually through this program 
are covering approximately one month of our 
operating costs. 
 
If you shop at Kroger and would like to support us 
through this program, just go on-line to 
www.kroger.com/community rewards, and enroll 
your rewards card, selecting Ziggy’s Tree as your 
charity. You still get gas points and discounts – and 
Kroger donates money to us!  
 
Don’t have an e-mail address or computer access? 
You can still sign up. Just call 1(800) KROGERS, 
OPTION 3 or 1(800)576-4377, OPTION 3. 
 
For privacy reasons, Kroger does not provide names 
of those who have signed up to support us.  So even 
though we can’t thank you personally, please know 
that we are extremely grateful for your support. 
 
And please ask your friends and family to enroll and 
support us! 
 

 
WHAT A YEAR! 

 
2025 has been quite a year for us so far. 
 
On the mammal front, we usually intake squirrels 
starting in February. They didn’t get the memo this 
year with our first squirrel intakes in late March In 
fact, our squirrel intakes are down compared to 
previous year. We suspect this is due to a poor mast 
year. 
 
Eastern Cottontails and Virginia Opossums arrived 
earlier than usual. We were able to release our 
overwintering squirrels in April just in time to be able 
to use the pre-release cages for these spring 
intakes. We were also the only facility admitting 
skunks this spring and have filled all our skunk cages 
to capacity. 
 
Our baby bird season started a little later than usual 
but we are now operating near capacity with 99 
youngsters in care. We hope the weather will 
continue to cooperate and give us a few days of 
clear weather each week as the babies grow and are 
ready for release. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORTERS! 

(March 2025 through May 2025) 

WILDLIFE CHAMPION 
Deborah Trimble 

 
ADVOCATE 

Banjo Baby Squirrel Fund & Cheryl Schur 
 

SUSTAINING 
Sharon Butcher * Julie Wotruba *  

Lorena Romero Alberto * Robin Mitchell 
Valerie Bjorn * Ben Simpkins 

Trent Zimmer * Lenore Rankin 
Lensie Scott Burleyson 

 

SUPPORTING 
Amy York * Larry Partington * Debbie Bomar *  
Brady Palmer * Sue Ann Torre * Cindy Webber 

Ruth Ann Brown * Tammy Miller 
Heather Reineke * Andrea Houck 
Jennifer Lawrence * Leslie Hoover  

Anastasiia Chumokova * Jenna Crain 
George Stone * Terri Templeman 

 
FAMILY 

R. Masters * Ann & Greg Bradley * Heather Moore 
Bambi Grooms * Pete Rob * Sam Abbott 

Fahren Fesmire * Bethni Hardy * Dara Brown 
Kyle Kampen * Lainie Harrison * Rita Schneider 

Jessica Jenkins * Patricia Rachkiss 
Jonathon Bounlisavong 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

April Burt * Anna Raitt * Cynthia Wennemark  
Mary Kearney * Ashley Guillin * George Schick 

Eric Shaye Olmstead * Vera Micklash * Connie Black 
Gingi Arden * Amanda Burhoe 

Sharon Moss 
 

VETERINARIANS 
Pet Medical Center 

Haley Veterinary Clinic 
 

IN-KIND & CASH DONATIONS  
Kim Walker * Karen Scot * Debra McKill * Ethan Bartlett 

Dana Rosales * Bruce Smith * Deborah Zukowski 
Anna Renaud * Kathleen Luoto * Malissa Waring 

Tammy House 
 

MATCHING DONATIONS 
Verizon 

 

2025 RELEASES 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

1 Virginia Opossum 
 

MARCH 
 

5 Eastern Cottontails 
1 American Robin 

1 Virginia Opossum 
 

APRIL 
 

9 Virginia Opossums 
26 Eastern Gray Squirrels 

1 Fox Squirrel 
 

MAY 
 

1 Common Grackle 
8 Virginia Opossums 
2 Eastern Chipmunks 
1 Eastern Cottontail 

 
 
 

 
For assistance with orphaned or injured mammals or 
general questions about mammals, text Angela at 615-631-
2205. 
 
For assistance with orphaned or injured birds or general 
questions about birds, text LouAnn at 931-841-9781. 
 

BABY BIRD IDENTIFICATION 
 

Have you ever found a baby bird and wondered what it 
was? Tufts University has created a Baby Bird Identification 
website with input from wildlife rehabilitators in the United 
States and Canada. 
 
We have provided photographs of various baby birds 
including the White-eyed Vireo and nest. The site is used 
primarily by wildlife rehabilitators to confirm identification 
and help to provide the appropriate care. Information for 
each species includes weights at various ages as well as 
descriptions of the mouth and down color. 
 
You can visit the site to check out photos at various stages 
of development for a wide variety of species at 
https://sites.tufts.edu/babybirds/. 
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Ziggy’s Tree Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
PO Box 713 
Tullahoma, TN 37388 

 

NOTICE :   YOUR MAILING LABEL CONTAINS YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE .  
To avoid any interruption with delivering your newsletter, we ask that you renew at least one month before the date shown. 
Use the Membership Form provided below. 

PLEASE RENEW ,  STAY INFORMED ,  WE NEED YOU! ! !  

 

 

 
 

YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT ZIGGY’S TREE, I AM . . . 

  A  N E W  M E M B E R  

  R E N E W I N G  M Y  M E M B E R S H I P  
 Memberships are for one year 
 Gift Memberships are also available.  

  P L E A S E  P R I N T  C L E A R L Y .  

  ____ Individual $30.00 Name_______________________________________________________  

  ____ Family $50.00 Address _____________________________________________________  

  ____ Supporting $100.00 City _____________________________________ State ______________  

  _____ Sustaining                      $250.00 Home Phone ( _____ ) _________________ Zip ___________  --  ______  

  ____ Advocate  $500.00 Work Phone ( _____ ) _________________________________________  

  ____ Wildlife Champion  $1000.00 e-mail  ______________________________________________________  

      I would like to receive my newsletter by email. 
 

I am interested in volunteering in the following areas: 
___Wildlife Rehabilitation 

___Fundraising/Administration 

 Checks should be made payable to Ziggy’s Tree WRC. You can also renew/donate by credit card at Paypal.me/ziggystree or Venmo at 
@Ziggystree. 

  

Not sure what to get that special someone for birthdays, anniversaries or just because?  Consider giving them a one year membership to 
Ziggy’s Tree!   

 

Members receive our newsletter. 

 

Ziggy’s Tree strives to be environmentally conscious.  If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy of our newsletter, please check 
the box above or e-mail ziggystreewildlife@gmail.com to be placed on our mailing list. 

Please Mail This Form To: 
Ziggy’s Tree WRC 

PO Box 713 
Tullahoma, TN 37388 


