TALES FROM THE TREE

The Quarterly Newsletter of Ziggy’s Tree Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

Website: www.ziggystree.org

E-mail: ziggystreewildlife@gmail.com

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

This past year was remarkable for
being...well...unremarkable in terms of our intakes. We
only saw our usual species — no Otters or Snow Geese this
year!

Our mammal intakes were at our typical level with the focus
on Eastern Gray Squirrels admitting 88 of our favorite
rodent. We are overwintering 26 which we plan to release
in March or April depending on weather and availability of
tree cover.

Eastern Gray Squirrel

Other species in double digits for intakes were Virginia
Opossums (22) and Eastern Cottontails (11). We also
admitted Striped Skunks, Groundhogs, and a Fox Squirrel
(you can check him out on page 3). Our mammal
admissions totaled 131 furry friends with a 95% release rate
(excluding those that did not survive the first 24 hours after
intake.)

Our songbird facility admitted a total of 364 birds of 44
species, up slightly from last year. We are one of only two
facilities in Tennessee that admit hatchling and younger
nestling songbirds. We were able to release 82% of our
feathered patients (excluding those that did not survive the
first 24 hours after intake.)

Eight species comprised 2/3 of our admission this year. As
always, American Robins were at the top of the
leaderboard with 122 coming into care — nearly double the
number we usually see. Robins tend to nest closer to
human habitation and fledge several days before they can
fly which leads to more conflicts with free-roaming domestic
pets.

American Robin

Also in double digits were Northern Mockingbirds (30),
Common Grackles (23), House Finches (15), Northern
Cardinal (15), Eastern Bluebirds (13) and Mourning Doves
(13).

Financially, we are covering our expenses thanks to
donations from our rescuers as well as long time monthly,
quarterly, and annual supporters. Our total income of
$21,532 slightly exceeded our expenses of $20,228. The
bulk of that money is spent on food, formulas, and medical
care for our growing youngsters. We appreciate everyone
who has helped us continue to thrive and provide care for
our native wildlife.
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Exciting Grant Announcement!

We are thrilled to share that we have been awarded a
$6,000 Community Impact Grant from the St. Francis Fund
for Animals of the Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee (CFMT). This generous support allows us to
enhance our initiatives in wildlife rehabilitation and enabling
the public to live more harmoniously with their wild
neighbors and make a more significant impact in our
community.

The unrestricted nature of this grant provides us with the
flexibility to direct resources where they are most needed,
enabling us to continue our mission of providing care for
Tennessee’s orphaned, injured, or displaced native wildlife
with the goal of returning them to healthy lives in their
natural habitat. We are grateful for CFMT’s recognition of
our work and their belief in our ability to drive positive
change.

"Receiving this grant allows us to continue our focus on
small mammals and songbirds, and we are grateful for the
support that acknowledges the importance of our work,"
said Angela Hensley, Executive Director and Mammal
Specialist of Ziggy’'s Tree. "The flexibility of this grant
enables us to allocate resources where they are most
needed, enhancing our ability to serve the community
effectively."

CFMT’s reimagined grantmaking strategy focuses on
making larger, more impactful grants to fewer
organizations, which reflects a commitment to fostering
long-term investments in the community. We are proud to
be among the approximately 150 nonprofit partners
supported by this initiative in 2024.

Stay tuned for updates on how this grant will help us serve
our community more effectively! Together with CFMT, we
are building a more thriving and inclusive community.

Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee strives to
build a more thriving and inclusive community — today and
for generations to come — by transforming thoughtful
generosity into  positive change. Please visit
www.CFMT.org for more.

SQUIRREL ENCLOSURE RENOVATIONS

Our pre-release squirrel caging is badly in need of
repair. We were able to negotiate some great pricing
for materials and our contractor is willing to do the
work at a reduced fee. The total cost for the
renovations is $6,000.

The good news — we have an anonymous donor
willing to match up to $3,000!

We have received some funding through a
Facebook post from February 23 (if you would like to
donate through that) as well as some off-line
donations. We had included some repair costs in our
annual budget, but we still need to raise roughly
$1,750 to cover the remaining unbudgeted cost.

We are accepting additional donations for this
project via PayPal at Paypal.me/ziggystree or by
check which can be mailed to PO Box 713,
Tullahoma, TN 37388.

Thank you in advance!
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS
SUPPORTERS!

(December 2024 through February 2025)

WILDLIFE CHAMPION
Deborah Trimble

ADVOCATE
Banjo Baby Squirrel Fund & Cheryl Schur
Wendy Kinkead
Karla Graul

SUSTAINING
Sharon Butcher
Julie Wotruba
Lorena Romero Alberto
Robin Mitchell
Valerie Bjorn
Ben Simpkins
Charles Parish
Charles Wharton
Mark Vance

SUPPORTING
Amy York * Larry Partington * Debbie Bomar
Margaret Renkl * Bob & Star Eaker
April Barrows * Robin Brown

FAMILY
Terri Templeman * Debbie Blinder
James Gilmore * Stacy Chandler

INDIVIDUAL
Tammy Roach * Patricia Rachkiss

VETERINARIANS
Pet Medical Center
Haley Veterinary Clinic

IN-KIND & CASH DONATIONS
April Burt* Sonia Terry

For assistance with orphaned or injured mammals or
general questions about mammals, text Angela at 615-631-
2205.

For assistance with orphaned or injured birds or general
questions about birds, text LouAnn at 931-841-9781.

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

Thanks to our 109 participating families in the Kroger
Community Rewards program, we have received $343.47
for our fourth quarter disbursement for 2024. The funds we
receive annually through this program are covering
approximately one month of our operating costs.

If you shop at Kroger and would like to support us through
this program, just go on-line to
www.kroger.com/community rewards, and enroll your
rewards card, selecting Ziggy’s Tree as your charity. You
still get gas points and discounts — and Kroger donates
money to us!

Don’'t have an e-mail address or computer access? You
can still sign up. Just call 1(800) KROGERS, OPTION 3 or
1(800)576-4377, OPTION 3.

For privacy reasons, Kroger does not provide names of
those who have signed up to support us. So even though
we can’t thank you personally, please know that we are
extremely grateful for your support.

And please ask your friends and family to enroll and
support us!

Fox Squirrel
Spending the winter with us!
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Ziggy’s Tree Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
PO Box 713
Tullahoma, TN 37388

NOTICE: YOUR MAILING LABEL CONTAINS YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE.
To avoid any interruption with delivering your newsletter, we ask that you renew at least one month before the date shown.
Use the Membership Form provided below.

PLEASE RENEW, STAY INFORMED, WE NEED Youl!!!

EYES, | WANT TO SUPPORT ZIGGY’S TREE, | AM.. .. , Please Mail This Form To:
[ A NEwW MEMBER Ziggy’s Tree WRC
i PO Box 713

L] RENEWING MY MEMBERSHIP
Memberships are for one year
Gift Memberships are also available.

Tullahoma, TN 37388

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Individual $30.00 Name

Family $50.00 Address

Supporting $100.00 City State
Advocate $500.00 Work Phone ( )

Wildlife Champion $1000.00 e-mail

(] I'would like to receive my newsletter by email.

| am interested in volunteering in the following areas:
Wildlife Rehabilitation

1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
I
:
1
! Sustaining $250.00 Home Phone ( ) Zip --
1
1
1
1
I
|
1
! Fundraising/Administration

1Checks should be made payable to Ziggy’s Tree WRC. You can also renew/donate by credit card at Paypal.me/ziggystree or Venmo at
1@Ziggystree.
1

ENot sure what to get that special someone for birthdays, anniversaries or just because? Consider giving them a one year membership to
:Ziggy’s Tree!

1

1

1 .
1Members receive our newsletter.

iZiggy’s Tree strives to be environmentally conscious. If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy of our newsletter, please check
:the box above or e-mail ziggystreewildlife@gmail.com to be placed on our mailing list.
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